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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
By Bill Nicol

	 Hilton Head Island Audubon Society 
(HHIAS) was chartered as a chapter of National 
Audubon Society on June 1, 1973 but had existed 
as an organization of local people interested in 
the natural world since 1965. Today, we are an 
organization with almost 500 memberships, rep-
resenting more than 850 adults and an unknown 
number of children.
.

	 The mission of HHIAS is to promote the 
awareness and appreciation of nature, to preserve 
and protect wildlife and natural ecosystems, and 
to encourage responsible environmental steward-
ship.
.

	 Over the years, the chapter membership 
has been very supportive in terms of attending 
meetings, participating in events, and generously 
providing financial support for special projects 
like the pond and pocosin restorations in Newhall 
Preserve and our Education Program.
.

	 We have been most fortunate, also, that many 
members have been willing to give of their time 
and effort to serve as officers and committee 
members and to volunteer to help in different 
programs. Our present financial position enables 
us to support our programs important to ac-
complishing our stated mission-particularly in 
the education of young people and in support of 
both Pinckney Island National Wildlife Refuge 
and our own Audubon Newhall Preserve.
.

	 However, we face a serious problem regard-
ing the implementation and continuity of such 
efforts. The problem is “people resources.” 
Implementation requires the input of people to 
define the “who, what, why, when, where, and 
how” of the program and then follow through 
to a successful conclusion. Continuity requires 
regular critique of the program and the ongoing 
availability of any funding required. 

Continued on page 2

Coastal Conservation League Garrett Budds:
Going to Bat for Our Fragile Coastal Environment

	 Our February speaker will be Garrett James Budds, South Coast Di-
rector of South Carolina Coastal Conservation League (CCL.) He will 
present the proposed watershed plan for our area, explaining why it is an 
effort to accommodate development but also keep impervious surfaces 
(parking lots and roads) below 10 percent of the area. Implementing a 
more sustainable settlement pattern, says CCL, will ultimately protect 
undisturbed landscape, resulting in increased green and open spaces, and 
greater protections for wildlife and avian habitat. The collateral benefit 
to using CCL proposals will be the creation of a more sustainable, livable 
community that protects the fragile coastal environment and continues to 
make southern Beaufort County a desirable place to live and work.
Garrett’s passion for the environment took him from the Lowcountry to 
the Northern Rockies, where he spent over a decade in Montana. He 
earned a MS in Environmental Studies and a JD, both from the Universi-
ty of Montana. He then worked for the National Wildlife Federation and 
the Clark Fork Coalition, joining the League in 2009. As Director of the 
League’s South Coast Office, he is involved in projects aimed at protect-
ing and restoring water quality, overhauling local government land use 
polices, and promoting sustainable local agriculture.

	 To learn more about this organization’s efforts to protect our en-
vironment and to learn how you can be active in this project, do two 
things: Check out their web site at www.coastalconservationleague.org 
and come to this meeting on Tuesday, February 9, WITH A FRIEND, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Seabrook, 300 Woodhaven Drive, Hilton Head Island, 
South Carolina.

FIELD TRIPS by Kay Hodnett

	 Barry Lowes will lead us on a walk through Fish Haul Creek 
Park on Wednesday, 19 February.  We will meet at 9:30 AM in 
the Fish Haul parking lot.  High tide is 11 AM, so this starting 
time will give us a chance to look for birds in the woods on our 
way down to the beach, and still arrive at the sound at an excel-
lent time to spot wintering shorebirds.  To reach the park, turn 
onto Beach City Road from 278, go about two miles and look 
for a sign on the Right.  Only a short drive followed by a short 
walk for some spectacular viewing!
	 To sign up for the trip call Kay Hodnett at 342-7485 or email 
sallyportk@gmail.com
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	 Continuity of those programs also requires the generation of new income that will 
support program activities into the future. Both “income generation” and “program 
implementation” require people to make them work.  Obviously, we must rely on vol-
unteer help from the membership to meet that requirement.  This is an appeal for just 
such volunteer help. Surely, from a membership representing more than 850 adults, there 
must be a substantial number of people willing and able to devote the nominal time and 
effort needed!
	 If you can help, please call one of the current officers listed in the Ecobon to tell us 
of your willingness to serve. We desperately need all of our programs to come under 
the stewardship of member volunteers with the same enthusiasm and dedication that 
has-been displayed by many members in the past years. If we could make this happen, 
HHIAS can be assured of a healthy future and of being an organization that will have 
a strong influence in our community.

BIRD SEED SALE NOW IN PROGRESS
        Our annual fund-raiser is now underway 
with some very nice sales and contributions.  
However, things were rather slow for the 
first part of January, perhaps due the cold 
snap that lasted that whole first part of the 
month.  Please use the order form enclosed 
with the ECOBON eMail or a printed copy 
from the monthly meeting or from Wild 
Birds Unlimited.  We again thank each 
supporter and ask that every member buy a 
bag or two (or more) or make a direct dona-
tion to support our 35 Audubon Adventures 
school nature programs.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT  2009
	 Congratulations and thanks to the 150 stalwart observers who braved the 
weather and whose perseverance resulted in finding 148 species of birds!  Consid-
ering how the birds hid and hunkered down during the cold gray morning hours, 
the final result was outstanding.  The sun finally came out in the afternoon which 
helped greatly.  Some birds we should have found were scarce or missing.  Only 
determination dug out 148 species, and a total of more than 30,000 birds.
	 The annual 10 year record of the results is in this issue.  You will note the steady 
decline in many species.  The more than 30,000 birds counted is below our average 
count, weather and declining populations are the prime factors this year.
	 Thanks to the captains who gave leadership to the count areas - and thank 
each of you who turned out and stayed out, to contribute to this important citizen-
science exercise.
	 For those who were unable to participate please plan to join us next December.  
Your help is needed.  A special thanks must be given to Nan Lloyd, who takes all of 
our team counts and compiles them bird by bird onto her computer.  It is a demand-
ing, painstaking job requiring many, many hours of work.  Before we can send our 
results to National she puts it all to bed.  Next time you see her take a moment to 
thank her.      ~  Barry Lowes
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RECENT AREA BIRD SIGHTINGS
by Jack Colcolough

	 It was exciting times for HHI Birders with the recent 
sightings of the very rare Whooping Crane! First, a visitor 
and his wife reported sighting a “first ever HHI” immature 
Whooper on a lagoon on the Port Royal Plantation golf 
course. Shortly thereafterwards, five HHI Auduboners 
ventured down to Donnelley WMA and found two huge 
and beautiful adult Whooping Cranes. This rare bird could 
only be seen wintering in Texas before it was reintroduced 
to other parts of the USA and a few started showing up in 
SC at the ACE Basin in recent years.
	 Our annual Christmas Bird Count was very success-
ful again this year finding 148 bird species and a total 
of 30,109 individual birds, including a Baltimore Oriole 
and the Whooping Crane above. A detailed list of all birds 
found by our large group was compiled by the CBC com-
mittee and will be covered in separate article by Barry 
Lowes.
	 Rare birds sighted during the month other than the 
Whooping Crane was the Roseate Spoonbill (11) near the 
Savannah River Spoils Site on US Highway 17 and a Fox 
Sparrow at the Savannah NWR.
	 Uncommon birds reported included: Loggerhead 
Shrike, Hairy Woodpecker, Orange-crowned Warbler, 
Blue-headed Vireo, Piping Plover, Northern Gannet, Great 
Black-backed Gull, Sedge Wren, Nelson’s and Salt Marsh 
Sharp-tailed Sparrows and Greater Scaup.
	 Other FOTY/S birds reported were: Dark-eyed Junco, 
Bonaparte’s Gull, American Wigeon, Ruddy Duck, Ring-
necked Duck, Whimbrel, Black & White Warbler and 
American Goldfinch. Late birds not yet departing our area 
were: Painted Bunting, Least Bittern, Purple Gallinule 
and Green Heron; they could winter over.  Several Hum-
mingbirds (thought to be Ruby-throated) continue to be 
reported. They will be positively identified and banded if 
they do not depart and can be captured by our SC Hummer 
expert, Doreen Cubie.
	 Thanks to all reporting their sightings: Fran/Denny 
Baer, Barry Lowes, Kay Hodnett, Dottie Bass, Richard 
Shulman, Rita/Joe Kernan, Buddy Campbell, Miriam 
Waterhouse, Dianne/John Faucette, Susan/Kelly Murphy, 
Larry Morehouse and several visitors.

	 To report a rare, uncommon, first-of-the-year or season 
or out-of-season bird sighting, please e-mail: Birding-
Friends@yahoogroups.com or call 290-1508. Please state 
your name, date and location of your sighting and any 
appropriate comments.

NOTES FROM THE NEWHALL PRESERVE
by Joan Shulman

   Thanks to Sherman Barker for volunteering to monitor the 
trails in January.
   We are also grateful to the Jones Brothers for delivering and 
spreading wood chips on the main trail leading from the park-
ing lot to the pond.
   The memorial birdbath at the edge of the parking lot did not 
freeze during the cold spell in January. The birds and animals 
of the Preserve must have been very thankful for this source 
of drinking water.
  We have two new benches in the Preserve. They were donated 
by the Mairs Family in honor of Dan Mairs, a past president of 
the HHI Audubon Chapter and the Kudlac estate in honor of 
Milton Kudlac, a visitor from Colorado.
   By the time this issue of the Ecobon is published, the Red 
Maple trees should be showing their bright red blossoms. There 
is a good-sized Red Maple in the Preserve by the edge of the 
pond. It contains at least one mistletoe ball. Interestingly, ac-
cording to Richard Porcher, maple syrup can be made from the 
sap of the Red Maple, but it contains less sugar than the syrup 
made from the sap of the Sugar Maple.
   As the days go by in February, the Yellow Jessimine vines 
will be showing their yellow blossoms. Our state flower can be 
seen along the Preserve fence facing Palmetto Bay Road and 
within the Preserve next to the Pocosin. All parts of the plant 
are poisonous but not to the touch--only if eaten.
   As the weather warms up, there is always a new discovery to 
be made among the vegetation as you walk through the Preserve.

WHAT IS BEHAVIOR?
  Behavior is really the way in which an animal acts and it can of-
ten be demonstrated that it has ‘survival value’;  the way in which 
sparrows respond to a prowling cat has an immediate bearing upon 
their very existence.  Those that react quickly stand a better chance 
of escaping and leaving more progeny than the tardier individuals.  
This weeding-out process of ‘natural selection’ means that behavior 
which enhances the survival and success of the species is preferen-
tially handed on to subsequent generations;  this chiefly holds true of 
behavior that has a genetic or inherited basis.  The behavior patterns 
we can observe today, then, have had a long history of evolutionary 
development.

   Although movement is an essential ingredient of most behavior, 
some behavior involves giving it up altogether.  The Bittern freezes 
in a special posture when threatened with danger and, being well 
camouflaged, it seems to vanish into its reedy surroundings.  The 
Bittern’s best chance is to become immobile, but with fairly con-
spicuous birds, such as sparrows or starlings, these tactics would be 
suicidal.                  (from ‘Bird Behavior’ by John Sparks)
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PLEASE NOTE: Current members are encouraged to use this membership form to sign up friends, relatives, and neighbors as 
new members.  Our Chapter benefits signif﻿icantly from a “return of dues” from National if our local form is used for new memberships 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY CHAPTER 
MEMBERSHIP FORM   New   1 YR. - $20   2 YRS. - $30	
NEW MEMBERS ONLY   Senior   1 YR. - $15   2 YRS. - $30	
   Junior   1 YR. - $15   2 YRS. - $30	
Name     _______________________________________________________________ 	
Address______________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________State__________ Zip_ ________________
Phone__________________________   Preferred First Name(s)    ____________________________
Full Year Resident ______  Part Year Resident ______  I/We first joined Audubon in _______________
Mail a check payable to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
National Audubon Society,  Chapter Membership Data Center, P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001	

•   •   •   •   •   •  •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •  •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •  

LEGISLATION & REGULATION 
by Sherman Barker

	 Although Congress on the surface appears to be 
mired in an endless debate over healthcare, much 
legislation is moving forward on the energy and envi-
ronmental front that should help protect birdlife in our 
country according to the December Audubon Advisory.   
I found 4 items of particular interest to birders the Low 
Country. 

	 The Obama administration restored rules changes 
made by the previous administration that had signifi-
cantly weakened legislation designed to protect   threat-
ened endangered species and species facing extinction. 

 	 A bill is working its way through Congress to pro-
vide $15 million to $20 million to support neo-tropical 
migratory song bird projects in South America, the 
Caribbean and Canada. Currently there are 125 neo-
tropical species in decline from habitat loss and other 
environmental threats.  It is expected to become law in 
2010.

	 The US Fish and Wildlife service recently an-
nounced that the brown pelican had sufficiently recov-
ered from the effects of DDT contamination and habitat 
loss to be taken off the list of endangered species in 
areas where it had not already been delisted.

	 The Land and Water Conservation Fund provided 
$600,000 for the Waccamaw National Wildlife Refuge.

13TH ANNUAL GREAT BACKYARD 
BIRD COUNT 

Friday, February 12th-Monday, February 15th
Presidents' Week-end

	 During last year's count, participants turned in 
more than 93,600 checklists online thereby creating 
the continent's largest instantaneous snapshot of bird 
populations ever recorded!  The GBBC offers every-
one an opportunity to count birds right in the com-
fort of their home and yard.  Learn the "ins and outs" 
of participation well before count day on the 12th by 
going to: www.birdcount.org.  Read all the areas of 
information, paying special attention to "Submitting 
your checklist".  If you do not have a computer, but 
wish to participate, ask a friend who has a computer 
to run off the information and checklist, which can be 
mailed to the Cornell Lab.

	 A number of area school students who receive the 
Audubon Adventures will receive a GBBC presenta-
tion by Audubon volunteers.  This school presentation 
has been taking place for many years!   

Good Counting, Mary Jane Major, Education Chair

E-MAIL Reminder
Have you sent your E-mail address in to Nan? 

If not, please send it to Nan 
at nan@nanhiltonhead.com. 
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Festival Centre at Indigo Park
45 Pembroke Dr., Suite 130
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
843-681-4461

• Binoculars & Spotting Scopes
• Field Guides
• Nature Books
• Nature Gifts

• Custom Seed Blends
• Bird Feeders & Houses
• Bird Baths & Fountains
• Water Gardening Supplies

We Bring People And Nature Together®

Visit us at www.wbu.com



J-2 Village at Wexford  •  Hilton Head Island  •  785-4311

Nikon, Bushnell, 
Brunton & Meade Optics

Audubon Society Members
always 10% discount storewide!

Feeders, Nest Boxes,
Seed, Field Guides, 
Bird Baths, Gifts, 
Toys & Much More

BEAUTIFUL HOMES DESERVE
BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPING.

Hilton Head
785-3848
Bluffton
837-3848

Mon.-Fri.
8:30 A.M.-5 P.M.

Saturday
9 A.M.-4:30 P.M.

Sunday
12-4:30 P.M.

Your source for plants that will attract birds 
and butterflies to your garden!

the greenery, inc.
®

190 Pembroke Drive    Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 
(843) 682-5050    www.hhisurgery.com 

Comforting, affordable, quality care 
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Place your ad here!
Call Bill Nicol

 for more information
671-4721

We are almost there!
by Karen McGinty

	 The USFWS has moved their offices from 
Savannah into the new Savannah NWR Visitor 
Center located on highway 17 in Jasper County.  
The exhibits have been installed and the visitor 
center opens to the public on Monday, March 8. 

	  A “by invitation only” Grand Opening is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 6.  Invited guests 
will include all members of the Friends of the 
Savannah Coastal Wildlife Refuges.  If you have 
thought of joining our group now is the time so 
you will be included in the festivities.  Visit our 
website, www.coastalrefuges.org, for informa-
tion on how to join.  Or mail a check to P.O. Box 
16841, Savannah, GA 31416.  A single mem-
bership is $15 and a family membership is $25. 
Of course we also are grateful for contributions 
above the membership levels.

	 The Friends Group is still looking for volun-
teers to work in the Gator Hole Nature Store at the 
visitor center.  In particular, we need help by those 
of you with retail experience in this new venture.  
Get in on the ground floor and help us grow.  The 
monies raised at the nature store will be used to 
enhance the seven refuges in our beautiful coastal 
refuge system.  Come and help us give back to 
the wildlife of the Low Country.

	 At Pinckney Island NWR there are new 
walkways in the parking lot area that make the 
kiosk and the gravel road into the refuge more 
accessible.  No more tripping over exposed tree 
roots.  The money to pay for the walkways came 
from HHIAS and a grant obtained by the USFWS.    
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FEBRUARY ~ MARCH 2010 Calendar

FEBRUARY

Thurs. Feb. 4 Board Meeting ..................................................... 1:30 pm
  at the Jarvis Room, Old Coastal Discovery Museum
Tues. Feb. 9 Monthly Meeting at the Seabrook ....................... 7:30 pm
Fri. Feb. 19 Field Trip to Fish Haul.......................................... 9:30 am

MARCH

Thurs. Mar. 4 Board Meeting ..................................................... 1:30 pm
  at the Jarvis Room, Old Coastal Discovery Museum
Sat. Mar. 6 Grand Opening, by Invitation Only
  Friends of Coastal Savannah Wildlife Refuges

Tues. Mar. 9 Monthly Meeting at the Seabrook ....................... 7:30 pm

B E Q U E S T S
 If you wish to honor a family 
member or friend with a memorial 
gift, or remember the Audubon Ne-
whall Preserve or the Hilton Head 
Island Audubon Society in your will, 
your gift may be in the form of securi-
ties, cash, life insurance, real estate, 
or other property.

 Contact your own estate planner 
or our Audubon Chapter at P.O. Box 
6185, Hilton Head Island, South 
Carolina 29938.

 Shar ing your  es ta te  wi th 
Audubon not only reduces the taxes 
on your estate but will help protect 
birds, wildlife, and their habitat in 
the years to come.

0

Monthly meetings of the Hilton Head Island Audubon Society are regularly scheduled 
at 7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month, September through May, in the 
Auditorium at the Seabrook, 300 Woodhaven Drive.  Members and guests welcome!



2010 HILTON HEAD AUDUBON BIRD FOOD SALE
& EDUCATION PROGRAM SUPPORT 

***** FROM  SATURDAY JANUARY 2 THRU  SATURDAY MARCH  14, 2010 *****

Net Sale Proceeds Will Assist Local Audubon Chapter BIRD & NATURE Education Programs

The Hilton Head Audubon Society sponsors this annual Bird Food Sale to raise money to help support the Boys & Girls Club, give 
Audubon Adventure nature programs to the middle schools, and to help the Pinckney Nature Preserve. These and similar projects are 
indeed the mission and objectives of this totally non-profit organization.  You may buy cheaper bird food, but you cannot buy any bet-
ter, cleaner or more conveniently.  Thanks to the Hilton Head Wild Birds Unlimited store in Indigo Park, a substantial portion of your 
purchase price helps support our programs.

PREMIUM OIL SUNFLOWER--This is 100 % black sunflower seed.  Favorite of cardinals, goldfinch, chickadees, titmice, 
woodpeckers, mourning doves, and many others.  Nearly an all-purpose food!  (Needs protection from squirrels)
SUNFLOWER CHIPS--No hulls!  This is a cleaner feeding option for the above birds.  Good for decks & walkways.
SUPREME BLEND--Contains 75 % sunflower seed, 15 % safflower seed and 10 % sunflower chips.  
DELUXE BLEND--Contains 50 % sunflower seed, 35 % millet, and 15 % safflower seed.  Great feeder mix.
SAFFLOWER SEED--Liked by cardinals, chickadees, nuthatches, towhees, but NOT liked by squirrels and black birds.
THISTLE (NIGER)--Preferred by many goldfinches and sparrows.
NEW  FINCH MIX – Contains niger plus sunflower chips. 
NO-MESS S0. EAST MIX--Contains  sunflower chips & shelled peanuts (NO millet).  Ideal to use near steps &  walks.
CRACKED CORN--Liked by many birds, nearly same as sunflower.  (Needs protection from squirrels.)
SHELLED PEANUT HEARTS--Liked by finches, juncos, sparrows, titmice and starlings.  (Also squirrels).
===========================================================================================
				    ****NOTE THE LOWER PRICES!****

Name:_______________________________   Phone No. _________________    Date_________________

Address_____________________________   eMail Address___________________________________	

MIXTURE 				   WEIGHT		 PRICE		  QUANTITY		   TOTAL  

PREMIUM OIL SUNFLOWER		 20 lbs.		  $22.00		  _________		  $__________
					     5 lbs		  5.50		  _________		  ___________
SUNFLOWER CHIPS (N0 Hulls)	 20 lbs		  45.00		  _________		  ___________
					     5 lbs		  11.50		  _________		  ___________
SUPREME BLEND			   20 lbs.		  24.00		  _________		    __________
					     5 lbs		  6.00		  _________		  __________
DELUXE BLEND			   20 lbs.		  22.00		  _________		    __________
					     5 lbs		  5.50		  _________		  __________
SAFFLOWER SEED 			  20 lbs.		  28.00		  _________		    __________
					     5 lbs		  7.00		  _________		  __________
THISTLE SEED (Niger)		  20 lbs		  41.00		  _________		    __________			 

					     5 lbs		  10.00		  _________		  ___________
           NEW FINCH MIX (No Hulls)		  20 lbs.		   35.00		  _________		    __________

					     5 lbs		  9.00		  _________		   __________
NO-MESS S.E. MIX (No Hulls)	 20 lbs.		   40.00		  _________		    __________
					     5 lbs		  10.00		  _________		  ___________
CRACKED CORN			   20 lbs		   12.00		  _________		   __________			 

					     5 lbs		  3.00		  _________		   __________
SHELLED PEANUTS		  20 lbs		   31.00		  _________		    __________
					     5 lbs		  8.00		  _________		  __________

 PLAN A:  (NOTE:  NO SALES TAX ON AUDUBON PURCHASES)    	   SUB-TOTAL 		  $_________

 PLAN B:  NO BIRD SEED, BUT I WISH TO DONATE TO THE EDUCATION FUND:			  $_________

										          TOTAL		  $_________

Make check out to: HHI Audubon Society and mail with this form to: Ed Nash, 27 Scarborough Hd, HHI, SC 29928, 
 - OR- 	 Take this form & check to Wild Birds Unlimited in Indigo Park and place your Audubon order with them.

***** BUY NOW and PICK UP LATER AS NEEDED ****
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER AND SUPPORT


